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POSITION TITLE: Heed Fellowship

EDUCATION/TRAINING (Begin with baccalaureate or other initial professional education, such as nursing,
include postdoctoral training and residency training if applicable. Add/delete rows as necessary.)

DEGREE | oonoo | Do | FIELD OF sTUDY
INSTITUTION AND LOCATION (if applicable) MM/YYYY MM/YYYY
Duke University, Durham, NC B.S. 08/2016 05/2020 Biology, Global Health
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine M.D. 08/2020 05/2024 Medicine
Columbia University Irving Medical Residency 06/2024 In Progress Ophthalmology
Center, New York, NY

A. Personal Statement

My academic passions center on health disparities, medical education, and cornea, with a focus on how
systems of care and training can be improved to better serve both patients and physicians. During medical
school, | worked with ViSION, a student-run vision screening program. As Community and Faculty Liaison, |
partnered with community organizations to improve access to eye care for underserved populations by
organizing screenings and coordinating follow-up care. This work led me to pursue research projects on
inequities in ophthalmology, including studies on racial differences in the presentation of giant cell arteritis and
the development of a home-based visual field test aimed at reducing barriers to care.

| have also developed a strong focus in medical education within ophthalmology, particularly in understanding
and addressing disparities in training and career advancement. My research has examined gender differences
in faculty rank and salary, as well as gender and racial disparities in research productivity among
ophthalmology trainees, with presentations at multiple national meetings. At an institutional level, | have
contributed to curriculum development within my residency program, including efforts to develop a formal wet
lab curriculum, strengthen intern education, and create resources for junior residents. | am actively involved in
mentorship through our institution’s Resident Mentor for Diversity program and in national initiatives through
Women in Ophthalmology, including the Academic Research Network (WORK) Group and the Speaker
Training Task Force, which focus on advancing equity and professional development within the field.

More recently, | have developed a clinical and research interest in cornea, with particular interest in surgical
outcomes and perioperative decision-making. My current research includes projects on intracameral antibiotic
use, postoperative management following endothelial keratoplasty, and outcomes of corneal transplantation in
older patient populations. | am also on the New York Eye-Bank Leadership Council, where | contribute to
initiatives focused on corneal transplantation, eye banking, and expanding access to care.

My long-term goal is to pursue a career in academic ophthalmology as a clinician-educator specializing in
cornea. | aim to integrate clinical care with research addressing disparities in both patient outcomes and
academic ophthalmology, while contributing to medical education through curriculum development,
mentorship, and leadership roles on an institutional and national level.



B. Positions, Scientific Appointments and Honors

Leadership and Professional Activities

2025—-Present: New York Eye-Bank Leadership Council

2025—-Present: Women in Ophthalmology Academic Research Network (WORK) Group

2025—-Present: Women in Ophthalmology Speaker Training Task Force

2025—-Present: Women in Ophthalmology Social Media/Outreach Committee

2024—Present: Resident Mentor for Diversity, Columbia University

2021-2023: Community and Faculty Liaison, Vision Screening in Our Neighborhoods (ViSION) Program

Honors

2024: Gold Humanism Honor Society, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine
2020: Summa Cum Laude, Duke University

2016-2020: Dean’s List with Distinction, Duke University

Peer Review
2025—Present: Ad Hoc Reviewer, European Journal of Ophthalmology

C. Contributions to Science

My scholarly work has focused on advancing corneal disease management, addressing disparities in
ophthalmology, and medical education research. In cornea, | have contributed to studies examining real-world
practice patterns and surgical outcomes in corneal transplantation and anterior segment surgery. In parallel,
my research in disparities within ophthalmology has examined structural inequities within both the academic
workforce and the training pipeline, including gender- and race-associated differences in research productivity,
faculty rank, and salary among ophthalmology trainees and faculty, highlighting persistent barriers to equity. In
addition, my medical education research has focused on evaluating the ophthalmology residency selection
process and academic career paths, including studies of how scholarly productivity relates to fellowship choice
and the broader trajectory of research output among applicants. Moving forward, | aim to study how clinical
outcomes in corneal disease, access to care, and training environments collectively shape both patient
outcomes and the ophthalmology workforce.
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Clinical Ophthalmology Faculty at U.S. Medical Schools. AUPO Annual Meeting, January 2025. Poster
Presentation.

Sun E, Shriver E, Burden S, Faridi A, Green L, Kossler A, Prescott C, Rosenberger J, Sun G, Weng C, Winges K,
Woodward M, Woreta F. Gender Differences in Rank and Salary among Ophthalmology Subspecialists at U.S.
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